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THE   TIMES   HISTOBY   OF   THE   WAR.
COMPLETE   TRAVELLING   WORKSHOP. Included in a convoy of motor ambulances which was   organised   by  the  British   Ambulance   Committee  and  presented  to  the French Red Cross Society.
Office was placed, being compelled to make heavy and insistent demands upon the civil medical profession at a time when the latter was itself seriously depleted and was threatened with increasing losses in the immediate future. The British Medical Association, however, met the demands of the War Office in a patriotic spirit, and, after consultation with Sir Alfred
Koogh, the indefatigable Director-General of the Army Medical Service, recommended to the profession various ways, such as the uniting of light practices under one doctor and fto on, in \\hich the needs of tho Army might be mot. Those needs had been formulated under five heads : (1) Medical men under forty for service with the troops; (2) men over forty for the hospitals; (3) men who would be able to give part of their time daily to military work; (4) men who could undertake to attend officer^' and soldiers' relatives in addition to their ordinary practice; and (5) men who could undertake part of the civil work of neighbouring practitioners engaged in military work. There was an immediate response to this appeal from some centres, such as Aberdeen, nncl the British Medical Association pressed tho matter upon the attention of its members in all localities with good results. Yet after tho war had lasted nine months the War Office was still in urgent need of 2,000 more doctors. By lowering tho standard of qualification it would ^lavo been possible of course to obtain a larger supply, but it was felt to be better to import men from tho Dominions and even the United States, because the lowering of the standard would not only have given the service an inferior type, but would also have created a great plethora of doctors after the war.
Equally serious with the shortage of doctors was the need of trained nurses, ThouHnndH were wanted for the new hospitals^ and tho appeal which the War Office issued only brought in hundreds, because the number actually available was strictly limited. Tho nuraing
ASSISTING   THE   ARMY   IN   FRANCE. The Queen Alexandra Contingent worked by the Salvation Army.